
 

 

 

 

 

Clear View School 
Celebrates 50 Years! 

Welcome to AMIC’s New
Executive Director

Staff Portrait: The Wisdom
of Dr. Elaine Haagan

Save The Date: The 
Clear View Classic 

The 50 For 50 Campaign!

Lunch Italian Style At Clear View

bene�ts for the school and was a 
steadfast and loyal supporter.  Clear 
View’s historic theater bears her name. In 
2006, the Thomas and Agnes Carvel 
Music and Arts Building was completed 
giving students a beautiful space to learn 
and express themselves through the arts.

Of course, the most important milestones 
are those that the students reach every 
day with the help of a committed staff 
dedicated solely to their progress. 
    
In its 50 years, countless birthday 
celebrations, Thanksgiving meals, �eld 
days, yard days, graduations and proms 
have taken place within Clear View’s 
walls. As Clear View celebrates 50, 
we remember all those who have come 
before us—founders, students, families, 
teachers, staff and friends—they make 
50, fabulous!  Together, Clear View is 
poised to meet the future with excellence, 
compassion and a whole lot of heart!  

The Clear View School
480 Albany Post Rd
Briarcliff Manor, NY

(914) 941-9513

Follow Us on Facebook:
facebook.com/theclearviewschool

Sign up to be on our E-Mail list!  
Visit our webpage at
www.clearviewschool.org  
and click the “Join our 
E-mail List” button on 
the right side of our 
home page 

January 2, 1968—the day a small, 
but pioneering group of parents, 
together with William T. Barnes, 
AMIC’s founding Executive Director, 
opened the doors to The Clear View 
School.   

Thirty-�ve students attended on that �rst 
day in the school’s �rst home in Pelham 
Manor.  By July of that same year, the 
school moved to three small buildings 
on the grounds of Children’s Village in 
Dobbs Ferry.  It continued to grow 
steadily, adding an early childhood 
program in 1975. And, in 1981, with 83 
students, it made the move to its current 
location in Briarcliff Manor on the campus 
of the former Scarborough School.

The Clear View School was one of the �rst in 
the country to offer a day treatment model for 

students living with mental illness—a model 
that integrates both an academic and 

therapeutic treatment program, a model that also 
offers treatment for families, and the hope that 

comes with it.  If children are the heart of Clear 
View, Barnes became its soul.  He served the 

organization for 45  years, and his instructive 30 
Commandments which conclude with, “Thou shalt have 

fun,” remain an endearing legacy still relevant and vital 
to the operation and mission of the school.

Through the years, Clear View has celebrated many 
milestones, including the beginning of a lifelong friendship 

with famed actress Julie Harris in 1976. Harris hosted several 
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Our celebratory 50th 
Anniversary logo was 
designed by former Clear 
View staff member, Helen 
Schiliro. Helen worked in 
the Clear View Development 
Of�ce for 25 years and 
remains a dear friend of 
Clear View!



Sta� Portrait:  The Wisdom of Dr. Elaine Haagen 

The Clear View School celebrates another milestone in its 50th 
year, as Mr. Robert Farmer takes the helm as the new Executive 
Director of AMIC. Born in the Bronx, and raised in Dobbs 
Ferry, he has worked in the non-pro�t sector for over twenty-six 
years, having served at both Abbot House and Lincoln Hall 
Boys’ Haven as Chief Financial Of�cer. 

 “I was drawn to non-pro�t work because of my desire to do 
something good for people, to help people, which I thought I 
could better achieve in this sector. I am no stranger to the Clear 
View family; I know of the good work that is done here having 
personally known some of Clear View’s staff and former staff 
members as colleagues.”

“Clear View’s mission speaks to me because of its goal to 
reach children who many in society think have little hope; 
Clear View restores that hope.”  What does he see for the 

future of Clear View?  “I’m 
committed to continuing the 
effort to improve the quality of 
life of the children and families 
we serve.  I’m also committed 
to improving the quality of life 
of the staff—at every 
level—so, that they, in turn, 
can better serve.”   In his 
spare time, Bob likes to �sh, 
taking to the Hudson during 
April and May and to the 
Long Island Sound during the 
months of June through October. He looks forward to meeting 
and working with Clear View’s many supporters.

Welcome to AMIC’s New
Executive Director 

When Dr. Elaine Haagen, Clear View Medical Director, was a 
child, she remembers a time when her father was called away 
one evening to help a student at Wesleyan University where 
he worked as a professor and psychologist.  It made an 
impression and touched off a desire in her to “continue his 
personal legacy of caring about people who so often are not 
cared about.” Dr. Haagen has been inspired by that desire for 
the 43 years she’s been at Clear View.  

Starting in 1975, on the grounds of Children’s Village in 
Dobbs Ferry, Dr. Haagen has “grown up” alongside the 
school, been a witness to and a participant in its �ourishing.  
She’s seen the healthcare landscape change with its 
overemphasis on the �nancial bottom line, and she’s seen how 
the Clear View staff has been creative, thinking outside the 
box, to respond to students’ and families’ needs in an 
overwhelming way.  She admires how the staff teaches, treats 
and sees the whole person with a keen understanding that the 
individual is so much more than their diagnosis code.  

Dr. Haagen stresses the importance of being 
interested—interested in the students, interested in their 
families, interested in her fellow staff members and the many 
contributions each brings to the table.  

“Along with helping hundreds of students reach their fullest 
potential, Clear View has really played a role in developing 

professionals in the mental health 
and special education �elds,” said 
Dr. Haagen.

“The staff is skilled and highly 
professional, contributes to the 
knowledge base and advances the 
conversation about childhood 
mental illness.”  With the many 
challenges students and families 
face, it might be easy to become 
cynical, but Dr. Haagen has seen 
none of that at Clear View.

What are her hopes for the future 
of Clear View?   More of the same 
really—“That Clear View continues 
to lead the way in caring and providing a voice for those too 
often not heard, and to remember that even amidst the 
challenges one has a reason to remain positive and hopeful.”

(Charlie Devlin, former Executive Director, will remain 
on the Clear View team until the end of June in the 
capacity of Treasurer) 

The most import milestones are those that the students reach every day.



Golf $300 (per player includes BBQ lunch, golf, cocktail hour, dinner)      Dinner Only $75

Save The Date
June 11, 2018

• Dinner Sponsor ($3,500) - (1) Free Foursome • Silver Gift ($800)

• Tee Sponsor ($300)

* Tax-deductible gift to The Clear View School

• Bronze Gift ($500)• Beverage Sponsor ($1,000) 

• Gold Gift ($1,500) - (2) Free Players

The Clear View School Development Of�ce, 480 Albany Post Road, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510

For Registration and
Sponsorship Opportunities Visit:

clearviewschool.org/golf
Sponsorship Oppurtunities:

For info, call Audrey Warn, Development O�ce, 914.941.4653 or email development@clearviewschool.org

THE 
CLEAR VIEW

 CLASSIC

• A gallon of gas cost $.34 • Emergency 911 telephone service began

• Lyndon Baines Johnson was President of the US• The average cost of a car was $2,800

• An average salary was $7,850
• Boeing 747 made its maiden �ight

• NASA launched Apollo 7- the �rst manned Apollo mission

• Clear View Was BORN!

Remember Way Back in 1968



 

AMI
ASSOCIATION FOR MENTALLY ILL CHILDREN

The Clear View School
& Day Treatment Center

480 Albany Post Rd
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510

The 50 For 50 Campaign! 

Lunch Italian Style At Clear View
On a beautiful, autumn Sunday afternoon in October, The 
Clear View gymnasium was transformed into a trattoria. Chef 
Raffaele Ronca, winner of the television cooking contest, 
Chopped, and owner of New York City’s Rafele Ristorante, 
prepared a 5-course lunch and wine pairing for over 100 
guests who came to honor and celebrate the Clear View
mission. 

Chef Ronca donated all the food and his time for this very 
special event.  And, eight Clear View vocational students got 
some unique on-the-job training as they helped serve guests at 
the luncheon.

Clear View would like to thank Chef Ronca and his staff, 
Father Edward Beck, wine purveyors Banville and Jones, event 
sponsors, volunteers and guests for making the lunch such a 
resounding success! 

Sponsors: (left to right) Tom and Liz Kasulka, Margaret Macchetto, 
Constance Curran, Charlie, Clare and Tim Keenan Devlin, Charles J. 
Newman (The Charles Newman Co.), Solly Avi’Noam (MetComm)

Not pictured: John and Kyla Murphy, Josephine Tocco (JFJ Fuel Inc., 
Valley Oil Company), Sterling National Bank

Help sustain Clear View’s mission by becoming a monthly 
donor.  Consider a donation of $50 a month in honor of 
Clear View’s 50th Anniversary!  Monthly giving of any 
denomination helps fuel the Clear View mission and allows 
the school to budget more effectively.

Visit www.clearviewschool.org, pull down the “Support” 
Tab and make a secure on-line donation.

Send a check to the Clear View School, 480 Albany 
Post Road Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510; ATTN: 
Development Of�ce

Email the Development Of�ce: 
development@clearviewschool.org to discuss a 
payment method that works best for you!

Thank you for helping Clear View meet  the  future with 
strength and vitality!

or 5Donate
today!
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